
The Smith-Putnam 
turbine,

a 1MW prototype
(New England, 1940s) 



“In 1934 I had built a house on Cape Cod and had found both 
the winds and the electric rates surprisingly high”.

Palmer Cosslett Putnam, Chapter 1 of “Power from the Wind”

Putnam’s project 
summary 

includes tens of 
pages on wind 

resource studies.



Extensive 
measurement 

campaign



Wind resource 
assumption: very windy…

Wind resource 
measured: not that windy 

after all..



J. Juul about the 
Putnam experiment 
(OEEC technical 
paper, 1956)

Putnam in his 1948 
book

Wrong anemometer measurements at Mt Washington …

… leading to an oversized turbine and sub-optimal design …



S. Pettersen in his 
memoirs (1974)

… plus, an overly tired meteorologist! 

D-day meteorologist
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